Efficacy of telemedicine in the initial management of orthopedic trauma.
In order to determine the clinical usefulness of teleradiology in the initial treatment of musculoskeletal injury, a panel of orthopedic trauma surgeons developed a survey that was presented to participants at the annual meeting of the Orthopedic Trauma Association. Selected orthopedic trauma cases from a level-1 trauma and a tertiary care center were presented orally (including a description and interpretation of the radiographic findings) to volunteer participants. Questions related to treatment and patient management were then asked prior to and following the participants' viewing of digital radiographic images. Overall, 90% of respondents found telemedicine useful. They disagreed with the verbal radiographic report 49% of the time. Respondents changed their mind with regard to the need for admission 17% of the time; surgical indications, 22% of the time; and need for more information, 30% of the time.